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PROJECT OBJECTIVES
The feasibility study will involve 
collection and collation of information 
on the locations, types, and quantities 
of “surplus” specialty crops in Illinois, 
including potential acquisition costs. 
Objectives include:  
▶ Provide producers with additional
end markets for commodities
▶ Identify the quantity and quality of
surplus food in Illinois
▶ Expand supply of fresh food to food
banks
▶ Increase food security
▶ Reduce food loss and foster a
statewide circular economy
▶ Establish a sustainable farm to
foodbank program in Illinois
RECENT HIGHLIGHTS 
• Visited the Vandalia produce auction and spoke 
with Arthur produce auction to better understand 
the potential role of produce auctions in the 
Farm to Food Bank project.
• In collaboration with the Illinois Farmers Market 
Association, we had four in depth conversations 
with farmer’s market managers to explore the 
role of farmer’s markets as a tool to connect with 
Illinois farmers. The markets were in
the areas of Elgin, Springfield, O’Fallon and 
Bethalto.
• We now have 262 completed surveys from 
farmers throughout Illinois.
• Our first load of grade 2 peaches were delivered 
from Rendleman Orchards to TSFB’s Vienna 
location. These peaches will be shared between 
TSFB and STL Area Food Bank.
• Farm Bureau Facebook post led to five farmers 
reaching out for more information.
• Visited five farms to discuss the Farm to Food 
Bank project with local growers.
• Met with several organizations on the topic
of surplus ag including Bigger Table, The 
Business of Food, and the Chicagoland Food 
Sovereignty Coalition.
NEXT STEPS 
• Wrap up survey input and begin analysis.
• Develop a marketing flyer geared toward
farmers.
• Visit Rendleman Orchards to document the
process of surplus produce being stored,
packaged, and delivered to Vienna.
• Continue to connect with farms and
organizations on the topic of surplus.
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